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This Strategy sets the framework for an accessible,   
high-quality and integrated transport network that provides 
for the travel demand and supports the sustainable growth  
of the Waterford Metropolitan Area as the major growth 
engine of the South-East Region, and an internationally 
competitive European city region as envisaged by the  
National Planning Framework 2040.
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The RSES was adopted in January 2020 by the Southern 
Regional Assembly. As part of the development of 
the RSES, Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans were also 
devised to provide more detailed focus on city and 
metropolitan issues for the key cities, including  
the WMA.

Local Policy
The third tier in the policy hierarchy is local planning, 
which transposes National and Regional objectives 
into a local context. WMATS builds upon 
existing local plans and policies 

including the Waterford North Quays Strategic 
Development Zone Planning Scheme 2018 and the 
Ferrybank Belview Local Area Plan 2017.

The Strategy’s proposals will also inform the 
development of future Development Plans and Local 
Area Plans under Waterford City & County Council and 
Kilkenny County Council.
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